Mk. 11.12-19  

Mk. 11.12-14 Jesus Curses the Fig Tree (Mt. 21.18-19; Lk. 13.1-9)

If you were to be a tree, what would help you to produce more fruits: Pruning? Watering? Transplanting? Fertilizing? Why?

12   Καὶ τῇ ἐπαύριον ἐξελθόντων αὐτῶν ἀπὸ Βηθανίας ἐπείνασεν.
12   On the next day, when they had left Bethany, He became hungry.

 13  καὶ ἰδὼν συκῆν ἀπὸ μακρόθεν ἔχουσαν φύλλα ἦλθεν, εἰ ἄρα τι εὑρήσει ἐν αὐτῇ, καὶ ἐλθὼν ἐπ᾽ αὐτὴν οὐδὲν εὗρεν εἰ μὴ φύλλα· ὁ γὰρ καιρὸς οὐκ ἦν σύκων.
 13 Seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if perhaps He would find anything on it; and when He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.

B1 a fig tree in leaf. Since the fruit of the fig tree begins to appear about the same time as the leaves (or a little after), the appearance of leaves in full bloom should have indicated that fruit (in the form of green figs) was already growing. Jesus' actions here have symbolic importance, signifying the hypocrisy of all who have the appearance that they are bearing fruit but in fact are not. 

The specific reference, though, is to Israel, since in the  
14   καὶ ἀποκριθεὶς εἶπεν αὐτῇ· μηκέτι εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα ἐκ σοῦ μηδεὶς καρπὸν φάγοι. καὶ ἤκουον οἱ μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ.
14   He said to it, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again!" And His disciples were listening.

ESV1  In the OT the fig tree often serves as a metaphor for Israel and its standing before God (e.g., Jer. 8:13; Hos. 9:10, 16; Joel 1:7). Here the cursing of the fig tree signifies the judgment of God on the “fruitless” Jewish people (cf. Mark 7:6), who had turned away from God into empty ritual and legalism (cf. Hos. 9:10–17). It is a visual parable to signify Jesus' search for the true fruit of worship, prayer, and righteousness in the Jewish nation and its religious practices.

Ref 1 This is a miraculous prophetic sign that God will soon destroy Jerusalem and its temple (which he is about to purge of defiling business dealings) in judgment on Israel's spiritual fruitlessness (13.2), climaxing in the rejection of the Messiah within the week. 

NIV ZSB 1.  In spite of God's gift of his law and the land, and especially his presence now in Jesus, Israel and its leaders have failed to produce the justice and mercy God desires (4.13-19; cf. 3.4-6; 7.6-8; 12.38-40)

Mk. 11.15-19 Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
(Mt. 21.12-13, 23-27; Lk. 19.45-46; 20.1-8; Jn. 2.14-22)  

Video: Jesus Cleanses the Temple

What does this record and 9.42 show you what angers Jesus most? How could this relate to your religious practices? 

15   Καὶ ἔρχονται εἰς Ἱεροσόλυμα. Καὶ εἰσελθὼν εἰς τὸ ἱερὸν ἤρξατο ἐκβάλλειν τοὺς πωλοῦντας καὶ τοὺς ἀγοράζοντας ἐν τῷ ἱερῷ, καὶ τὰς τραπέζας τῶν κολλυβιστῶν καὶ τὰς καθέδρας τῶν πωλούντων τὰς περιστερὰς κατέστρεψεν,
15   Then they came to Jerusalem. And He entered the temple and began to drive out those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who were selling doves;

ESV 1. On the Mount of Olives, as well as in the temple precincts, tables were set up to enable pilgrims to change their respective currencies into coins for the annual temple tax (half a shekel; Ex. 30.13-16), as well as to purchase pigeons, lambs, oil, salt, etc., for various sin and thanksgiving sacrifices (Lev. 1.14; 5.7, 11; 12.8; 14.22, 30). The business activity turns the house of prayer into a den of robbers (Jer. 7.11). Gentiles in particular were hindered by the temple commerce in the outer court. 
 
16   καὶ οὐκ ἤφιεν ἵνα τις διενέγκῃ σκεῦος διὰ τοῦ ἱεροῦ.
16   and He would not permit anyone to carry merchandise through the temple.

17   καὶ ἐδίδασκεν καὶ ἔλεγεν αὐτοῖς· οὐ γέγραπται ὅτι ὁ οἶκός μου οἶκος προσευχῆς κληθήσεται πᾶσιν τοῖς ἔθνεσιν; ὑμεῖς δὲ πεποιήκατε αὐτὸν σπήλαιον λῃστῶν.
17   And He began to teach and say to them, "Is it not written, 'MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL THE NATIONS '? But you have made it a ROBBERS' DEN."
ESV 1. The goal of Jesus' action is to restore the temple (temporarily) to its function, namely, to serve as a house of prayer for the nations (Isa. 56.7). 

18   Καὶ ἤκουσαν οἱ ἀρχιερεῖς καὶ οἱ γραμματεῖς καὶ ἐζήτουν πῶς αὐτὸν ἀπολέσωσιν· ἐφοβοῦντο γὰρ αὐτόν, πᾶς γὰρ ὁ ὄχλος ἐξεπλήσσετο ἐπὶ τῇ διδαχῇ αὐτοῦ.
18   The chief priests and the scribes heard this, and began seeking how to destroy Him; for they were afraid of Him, for the whole crowd was astonished at His teaching.

19   Καὶ ὅταν ὀψὲ ἐγένετο, ἐξεπορεύοντο ἔξω τῆς πόλεως.
19   When evening came, they would go out of the city.


